THE WORK OF THE JUDICIARY

If the defendant refuses to appear when sum-
moned, he must pay the cost of the summons.
If the matter goes to law the delinquent must
pay the costs, no matter which way the case
is decided.

These courts of conciliation have been in
existence in Norway for more than a cen-
tury. General experience shows that more
than three-fourths of the disputes that come
before them are settled without assistance from
courts of law. Of late years another power
has been given to these courts. If the two
parties to the disagreement are willing, they
may make the two judges of the court of con-
ciliation arbitrators, so that a decision will
surely be rendered and it will have the force of a
legal decree.

A judicial tribunal of this kind is extremely
useful in the countries where it has been
adopted, and such a court is worthy of careful
consideration in any country. Already in
North Dakota, and possibly in some other
places in America, a beginning has been made
toward the adoption of similar plans. There